Concepts of anaerobic infection in relation to prevention and management.
Concepts of anaerobic infection are reviewed in relation to the management of wounds that might be contaminated by facultative or anaerobic organisms or mixtures of these. Considerations of post-operative wound infections oblige us to consider the indications for per-operative antimicrobial prophylaxis and to bear in mind the role of anaerobes and the possibility of pathogenic synergy in these situations. Pathogenic associations of anaerobes with other organisms are further considered in relation to periodontal disease and anaerobic vaginosis. The various roles of anaerobes in enteropathogenic conditions are briefly considered. There is a continuing obligation on clinical bacteriologists and clinicians to work together towards the more effective prevention and management of infections that may or may not have a significant anaerobic component.